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Refugee Students at the UoC



Intellectual Output I:
Higher Education Qualifications and Application 

Procedures for Refugee Applicants

• This output will critically analyze and further develop admissions 

criteria established by European universities, it will look into 

preparatory programs for higher education that can serve as 

intermediary solutions for refugees on the road to integration in 

university degree programs. The main interest group is refugee 

applicants looking to be admitted to an institution of higher 

education or seeking support from such an institution. 



Objectives

• To provide a humane and realistic path for integration in higher 

education

• To support university administrations at a European level by 

discussing and addressing commonly faced situation 

• To level the playing field and chances of successfully integrating 

into higher education, regardless of the country of residence. 



IO-I Deliverables

• D1: Language Landscapes Workshop: Key 

Questions for Solutions
– The UoC and VU will present their particular experiences with the 

language requirements and complications at their respective 

countries and institutions. 

• D2: Interviews
– Protocols of the interviews held with institutions. 

• D3: A online and printed publication (20-25 pages)
– This work will include:

- Refugee Applicant Needs Profile

- Challenges faced by the University

- Pan-European Initiatives: Case Studies



IO-I Activities

• A1: Create Workshop

• A2: Desk Study
– The desk study will investigate current universities that have 

become hubs for refugees and identify the (5) universities to be 

interviewed. 

• A3: Conduct Interviews
– Interviews will be held with the universities that were selected 

through the desk study. These interviews will focus on teh 

challenges of application procedures and formal student integration 

into the systems of HE. 



IO-I Activities

• A4: Round Table
– This round table will:

- Analyze the interviews to create an abstract „Needs Profile“

- Define a best practice toolbox for streamlining application procedures

- Discuss frequently faced challenges. 

• A5: Finalize D3



Intellectual Output II: 
Institutional Support for Refugee Students in 

Higher Education 

• This output is concerned with refugee students that have 

successfully been admitted to a university program. All new 

students have a learning curve when adjusting to higher 

education. It is understood, however, that this student group 

may have additional challenges in navigating the European 

university structure be it because of language challenges, 

financial hurdles, cultural differences and the newness of the 

actual university structure. This output will look into the 

university structure and student support systems, to be able to 

identify and improve upon the needs of this particular student 

population. 



Objectives

• To provide continued support for refugee students through their 

academic journey. 

• To curb potential drop-out rates due to lack of institutional 

support. 

• To build bridges between communities by including European 

peers in the social integration efforts of refugee students.

• To provide a visible and simple network that refugee students 

can turn to when in need of support.



IO-II Deliverables

• D4: Interviews
– Protocols of the interviews held with institutions. 

• D5: A online and printed publication (20-25 pages)
– This work will include:

- Refugee Student Needs Profile

- Challenges faced by the University

- Pan-European Initiatives: Case Studies



IO-II Activities

• A1: Desk Study
– The desk study will investigate current universities that have 

become hubs for refugees and identify the (5) universities to be 

interviewed. 

• A2: Conduct Interviews
– Interviews will be held with the universities that were selected 

through the desk study. These interviews will focus on teh 

challenges of application procedures and formal student integration 

into the systems of HE. 



IO-II Activities

• A3: Round Table: Academic and Social Integration 

Discussion
– This round table will:

- Analyze the interviews to create an abstract „Needs Profile“

- Define a best practice toolbox to best support refugee students during 

their studies

- Discuss frequently faced challenges. 

• A4: Finalize D5


